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KB Bi % THE WAR YEARS (1937-1946)

S tarted in July 1937, the Sino-Japanese war extended its shocking
impact to Hong Kong in only a few years. The war had not only
dealt a devastating blow to the Hospital’s development, but also depleted

its resources in providing normal services.

The Hospital was voluntarily placed at the disposal of the Government
for medical defence in the face of an imminent Japanese invasion.
Stringent economic measures were taken to contain the spiralling
management costs, not to mention that all construction projects were

suspended for defence preparations.

In the midst of fierce Japanese bombing, already under-staffed and
under-supplied, the Hospital was filled beyond its capacity while patients
kept pouring in every day with every imaginable injury. As the Medical
Officer-in-Charge, Dr. Li Shu Fan quickly regrouped the 12 doctors
assigned to the Hospital into three surgical teams, and they operated
at a feverish pace. Casualties were mounting and rooms were packed
with people, most of whom simply sprawled out on sheets on the
floor and some of them lost their lives as medical supplies were in
constant short supply. The Hospital was immersed in intense agony

and misery.

On Christmas Day of 1941, darkness befell Hong Kong as the Japanese
troops took over the city. The Japanese occupation was devastating
to many Chinese and they fled to mainland China for their life. 18
months after the occupation, Dr. Li Shu Fan was forced to escape to the
Mainland because of his refusal to co-operate with the Japanese
government. Literally deserted, the Hospital was compelled to dispose of
many of its valuable assets to partly pay the staff and partly meet the
expenses of providing treatments to the remaining 350 casualty cases.

Only did its services return to normal after the war ended in 1945.
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